Referral Process:  OMH Congregate Care II Housing in Rensselaer County

(Includes referral to Community Residence and Treatment Apartment levels of housing)
____1.  Complete Rensselaer County Mental Hygiene Services Application for NYS OMH Congregate Care II settings.  Indicate level of housing being requested (CR or Tx Apt)
· Psychiatrist to complete Physician’s Authorization form.  Initial authorizations:  6 month duration for CR, 12 mos for Tx Apt.  

· Original PA form needs to be sent to SPOA or Unity House

· Attach most recent MD note coinciding with PA

____2.  Attach current, pertinent psychosocial information, which includes current diagnosis and identifies functional deficits related to serious mental illness.   

____3.  Forward completed information packet to Kirstein DonVito (Rensselaer County Dept MH/Housing SPOA) for review (address below).  If  an application is incomplete, SPOA will contact referrent to discuss missing information and application will be put on hold.
      4.  The application is reviewed and prioritized by the Adult Housing SPOA Committee, which meets at least monthly.  

      5.  Interim plans often need to be developed (may include shelter system) due to limited opportunities in licensed housing programs.
      6. Individuals that meet criteria are placed on waiting lists that are prioritized based on need.  Rensselaer County residents are prioritized.  Per NYS OMH, AOT consumers are the highest priority group, followed by State PC discharges.   Waiting lists are reviewed at SPOA meetings.

7.  Individuals on waiting lists are invited to screen at the residences as part of the referral and engagement process.  Contact Margaret Arias of Unity House (518-274-2633) to set up screening visits.          

Kirstein DonVito, SPOA Coordinator                       (518) 270-2829

Rensselaer County Unified Services                          FAX (518) 270-2723

1600 7th Avenue, Troy, New York 12180

