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ST. PETER’S HOSPITAL LABORATORY

St. Peter’s Hospital


SPECIMEN ACQUISITION - BLOOD GASES - ARTERIAL LINE
PROCEDURE:

1.
Check patient’s chart to confirm physician’s order.

2.
Obtain requisition at the Nursing Station.

3.
Bring all equipment to patient’s room.

4.
Wash hands and follow all appropriate Isolation and Universal Precautions.

5.
Check patient’s identification band to ensure that blood is being obtained from the correct patient.

6.
Explain to the patient that you are obtaining a blood sample.

7.
If required, silence space labs monitor alarm by pushing tone/alarm suspend button (this suspends the alarm for three minutes).

8.
Remove sterile cap from sampling port and connect a 10 cc syringe.

9.
Turn stop cock to off position to the transducer.

10.
Draw back on syringe plunger slowly and steadily to obtain 10 cc of waste blood to clear the line.

11.
Turn stop cock to off position to syringe port and then discard waste blood into sharps container.

12.
Connect arterial line syringe to sample port.  Turn stop cock off to transducer, fill ABG syringe to 1.0 cc to 1.5 cc.  Turn stop cock off to syringe port.  Remove ABG syringe, ensure that there is no air in the sample, and place syringe cap over outlet of syringe.

13.
The specimen must be thoroughly mixed with the heparin immediately after the sample is obtained.

14.
Properly label the syringe.

15.
Blood gases should be sent to the lab immediately via the pneumatic tube system.  (Otherwise, samples must be placed in ice water slurry if they cannot be transported to the lab within 15 minutes after acquisition.)

16.
Flush the arterial line tubing from flush “pigtail” at transducer until entire line is clear.  Flush the A-line at the patient angio by pulling “tail” several times.

17.
Turn stop cock off to patient.  Flush syringe port onto sterile 2 by 2’s until port is clear (several pulls on 
“tail”).

18.
Recap syringe port with sterile cap.

19.
If necessary, reset alarms by pushing tone/alarm button again.  “Alarm suspend” will turn off.
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