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ST. PETER’S HOSPITAL LABORATORY

St. Peter’s Hospital


CYTOLOGY SPECIMEN COLLECTION

(EASY REFERENCE CHART)
	Specimen
	Amount
	Fixative
	Container

	Vaginal

Cervical 

Endocervical
	Swirl collection device vigorously 10x in vial
	Preservcyt
	ThinPrep Vial

	HERPES

Vaginal

Cervical

LABIAL
	Swirl collection device vigorously 10x in vial
	Preservcyt
	ThinPrep Vial

	SPUTUM
	10 ml to 50 ml

deep cough
	Cytology fixative (add equal amounts specimen and fixative)
	Sterile container provided

	BRONCHIAL WASH

*Refrigerate or transport as soon as possible
	All material obtained
	None
	Bronchial trap or sterile container

	BRONCHIAL BRUSHING
	1 or more slides
	Drop in 95% ETOH
	1 end frosted slides

	ESOPHAGEAL WASH

*Refrigerate or transport as soon as possible
	All material obtained
	None
	Sterile container

	ESOPHAGEAL BRUSHING
	1 or more slides
	Drop in 95% ETOH
	1 end frosted slides

	GASTRIC BRUSHING
	1 or more slides
	Drop in 95% ETOH
	1 end frosted slides

	BREAST CYST FLUID

*Refrigerate or transport as soon as possible
	All specimen obtained
	None
	Sterile container or red top vacutainer tube

	BREAST ASPIRATION OR NIPPLE DISCHARGE
	1 or more slides
	Spray fixed
	1 end frosted slides

	URINE BLADDER WASHING
	30 ml to 100 ml
	Cytology fixative (equal amounts of solution and specimen)
	Sterile urine or specimen container

	BODY CAVITY FLUIDS

(Pleural, abdominal, pericardial, synovial, etc.)

*Refrigerate or transport as soon as possible
	All specimen obtained up to 1000 ml
	None
	Sterile container

	OVARIAN CYST FLUID

*Refrigerate or transport as soon as possible
	All specimen obtained
	None
	Sterile container or red top vacutainer tube

	SKIN LESION

Scraping for viral inclusions (Tzanck smear)
	2 slides
	Spray fixed

Drop in 95% ETOH
	1 end frosted slides

	NEEDLE ASPIRATION OF SOLID MASS
	2 or more slides
	Drop in 95% ETOH
	1 end frosted slides


*All non-gynecologic specimens should be refrigerated until pick-up by one of our laboratory personnel.

If you have any questions or need assistance handling a particular type of Cytology specimen, please call the Cytology/Pathology Department and we will gladly assist you.  (525-1473)
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