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ST. PETER’S HOSPITAL LABORATORY

St. Peter’s Hospital


LABELING REQUIREMENTS FOR OUTPATIENT SPECIMENS SUBMITTED TO THE LABORATORY 
· Laboratory specimens must be clearly labeled with at least the patient's full name (last, first).  It is also strongly suggested that the patient’s date of birth and the time and date of collection also be included on all specimens.

· Specimens submitted for transfusion service/blood bank (i.e. type and screen crossmatch, etc.) require the full patient name, date of birth and/or medical record number, the date drawn and the identity of the phlebotomist.  

· Place specimens in Ziploc portion of plastic specimen bag and the matching requisition should be placed in the outside pocket.  Each patient should be packaged in a separate bag.  
· The healthcare provider will be notified of identification issues/discrepancies (i.e., mislabeled, unlabelled, labeled tube and requisition do not match, incomplete patient information).

· Unlabeled and mislabeled specimens will be rejected and a properly identified specimen requested.
· Specimens that cannot be easily reobtained (CSF, surgical specimens, sterile body fluids, time sensitive specimens, specimens obtained after antibiotics have been started, and life threatening situations).  The health care provider is notified of the problem.  Testing will be performed only after an individual who can positively identify the specimen takes responsibility for the identification and completes the “Specimen Identification Release Form.”

· When labeled tubes and requisitions do not match, a new requisition can be submitted, only when it is determined that the specimen has been labeled correctly.
Note:  Please refer to the Blood Drawing (Phlebotomy) procedure for labeling requirements for inpatient specimens or those collected by St. Peter’s Hospital staff.
1
Outpatient Specimen Labeling

12/12

[image: image2.png]


_999601977.doc
[image: image1.png]






