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HANDLING AND PROCESSING OF URINE SPECIMENS WITHOUT PRESERVATIVES
Routine urinalysis should be performed within 2-4 hours after collection.  Specimens held at room temperature for more than 2-4 hours may show changes in pH and chemical constituents.  If the specimen cannot be analyzed within 2-4 hours, refrigerate to prevent bacterial growth.

The submitted specimen must have the date and time of collection, collector’s initials/tech code, patient name and date of birth.  If refrigeration was necessary, please indicate on the requisition.  

If both a urinalysis and culture are requested, please send 2 separate specimens to 
the laboratory.

1.
Collection containers must be clean and made of inert disposable plastic and should not be reused.  Containers should generally have a capacity of 50 to 100 ml with a round opening at least two inches in diameter.

2.
If the specimen is to be transported, the container should have a lid to prevent leakage of the specimen.

3.
Sterile containers with lids or sterile urine transport tubes are required if the specimen is to be used for microbiological studies.

4.
The container must have a label that will adhere under refrigeration.  The label must include the patient's identification, date and time of specimen collection, collector’s initials/tech code and the labels must be placed on the container, not on the lid.
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